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A wide-ranging study that illuminates the
connection between epidemic diseases and
societal change, from the Black Death to
Ebola This sweeping exploration of the
impact of epidemic diseases looks at how
mass infectious outbreaks have shaped
society, from the Black Death to today. In
a clear and accessible style, Frank M.
Snowden reveals the ways that diseases
have not only influenced medical science
and public health, but also transformed
the arts, religion, intellectual history,
and warfare. A multidisciplinary and
comparative investigation of the medical
and social history of the major epidemics,
this volume touches on themes such as the
evolution of medical therapy, plague
literature, poverty, the environment, and
mass hysteria. In addition to providing
historical perspective on diseases such as
smallpox, cholera, and tuberculosis,
Snowden examines the fallout from recent
epidemics such as HIV/AIDS, SARS, and
Ebola and the question of the world’s
preparedness for the next generation of
diseases.
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A spine-chilling saga of virulent racism,
human folly, and the ultimate triumph of
scientific progress. For Chinese immigrant
Wong Chut King, surviving in San Francisco
meant a life in the shadows. His passing
on March 6, 1900, would have been
unremarkable if a city health officer
hadn’t noticed a swollen black lymph node
on his groin—a sign of bubonic plague.
Empowered by racist pseudoscience,
officials rushed to quarantine Chinatown
while doctors examined Wong’s tissue for
telltale bacteria. If the devastating
disease was not contained, San Francisco
would become the American epicenter of an
outbreak that had already claimed ten
million lives worldwide. To local press,
railroad barons, and elected officials,
such a possibility was inconceivable—or
inconvenient. As they mounted a cover-up
to obscure the threat, ending the career
of one of the most brilliant scientists in
the nation in the process, it fell to
federal health officer Rupert Blue to save
a city that refused to be rescued.
Spearheading a relentless crusade for
sanitation, Blue and his men patrolled the
squalid streets of fast-growing San
Francisco, examined gory black buboes, and
dissected diseased rats that put the fate
of the entire country at risk. In the
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tradition of Erik Larson and Steven
Johnson, Randall spins a spellbinding
account of Blue’s race to understand the
disease and contain its spread—the only
hope of saving San Francisco, and the
nation, from a gruesome fate.
Looking beyond the view of the plague as
unmitigated catastrophe, Herlihy finds
evidence for its role in the advent of new
population controls, the establishment of
universities, the spread of Christianity,
the dissemination of vernacular cultures,
and even the rise of nationalism. This
book, which displays a distinguished
scholar's masterly synthesis of diverse
materials, reveals that the Black Death
can be considered the cornerstone of the
transformation of Europe.
Published in 1998, covering the period
from the triumphant economic revival of
Europe after the collapse of the Western
Roman Empire, this book offers an
examination of the state of contemporary
medicine and the subsequent
transplantation of European medicine
worldwide.
The Plague Year
The Black Death in the Middle East
Black Death at the Golden Gate: The Race
to Save America from the Bubonic Plague
Disease and the Course of Human History
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The Black Death in Egypt and England
A History of Central Eurasia from the
Bronze Age to the Present
From the duo behind the massively successful
and award-winning podcast Stuff You Should
Know comes an unexpected look at things you
thought you knew. Josh Clark and Chuck Bryant
started the podcast Stuff You Should Know
back in 2008 because they were
curious—curious about the world around them,
curious about what they might have missed in
their formal educations, and curious to dig
deeper on stuff they thought they understood.
As it turns out, they aren't the only curious
ones. They've since amassed a rabid fan base,
making Stuff You Should Know one of the most
popular podcasts in the world. Armed with
their inquisitive natures and a passion for
sharing, they uncover the weird, fascinating,
delightful, or unexpected elements of a wide
variety of topics. The pair have now taken
their near-boundless "whys" and "hows" from
your earbuds to the pages of a book for the
first time—featuring a completely new array
of subjects that they’ve long wondered about
and wanted to explore. Each chapter is
further embellished with snappy visual
material to allow for rabbit-hole tangents
and digressions—including charts,
illustrations, sidebars, and footnotes.
Follow along as the two dig into the
underlying stories of everything from the
origin of Murphy beds, to the history of
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facial hair, to the psychology of being lost.
Have you ever wondered about the world around
you, and wished to see the magic in everyday
things? Come get curious with Stuff You
Should Know. With Josh and Chuck as your
guide, there’s something interesting about
everything (...except maybe jackhammers).
A vivid, sweeping, and “fact-filled”
(Booklist, starred review) history of
mankind’s battles with infectious disease
that “contextualizes the COVID-19 pandemic”
(Publishers Weekly)—for readers of the #1 New
York Times bestsellers Yuval Harari’s Sapiens
and John Barry’s The Great Influenza. For
four thousand years, the size and vitality of
cities, economies, and empires were heavily
determined by infection. Striking humanity in
waves, the cycle of plagues set the tempo of
civilizational growth and decline, since
common response to the threat was
exclusion—quarantining the sick or keeping
them out. But the unprecedented hygiene and
medical revolutions of the past two centuries
have allowed humanity to free itself from the
hold of epidemic cycles—resulting in an
urbanized, globalized, and unimaginably
wealthy world. However, our development has
lately become precarious. Climate and
population fluctuations and factors such as
global trade have left us more vulnerable
than ever to newly emerging plagues. Greater
global cooperation toward sustainable health
is urgently required—such as the
international efforts to manufacture and
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distribute a COVID-19 vaccine—with millions
of lives and trillions of dollars at stake.
“A timely, lucid look at the role of
pandemics in history” (Kirkus Reviews), The
Plague Cycle reveals the relationship between
civilization, globalization, prosperity, and
infectious disease over the past five
millennia. It harnesses history, economics,
and public health, and charts humanity’s
remarkable progress, providing a fascinating
and astute look at the cyclical nature of
infectious disease.
Between 1347 and 1350, the Black Death killed
at least one third of Europe's population.
Philip Ziegler's classic account traces the
course of the virulent epidemic through
Europe and its dramatic effect on the lives
of those whom it afflicted. First published
nearly forty years ago, it remains
definitive. 'The clarity and restraint on
every page produce a most potent cumulative
effect.' Michael Foot
It was one of the most famous health issues
in history. The Black Death plague organism
(Yersinia pestis) spread from Asia throughout
the Mediterranean, North Africa, and Europe
in the fourteenth century, and in just a
decade it killed between 40 and 60 percent of
the people living in those areas. Previous
research has shown, especially for Western
Europe, how population losses then led to
structural economic, political, and social
changes. But why and how did the pandemic
happen in the first place? When and where did
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it begin? How was it sustained? What was its
full geographic extent? And when did it
really end? Pandemic Disease in the Medieval
World is the first book to synthesize the new
evidence and research methods that are
providing fresh answers to these crucial
questions. It was only in 2011, thanks to
ancient DNA recovered from remains unearthed
in London's East Smithfield cemetery, that
the full genome of the plague pathogen was
identified. This single-celled organism
probably originated 3000-4000 years ago and
has caused three pandemics in recorded
history: the Justinianic (or First) Plague
pandemic, around 541-750; the Black Death
(Second Plague Pandemic), conventionally
dated to the 1340s; and the Third Plague
pandemic, usually dated from around 1894 to
the 1930s. This ground-breaking book brings
together scholars from the humanities and
social and physcial sciences to address the
question of how recent work in genetics,
zoology, and epidemiology can enable a
rethinking of the Black Death's global reach
and its larger historical significance. -from back cover.
The Black Death
Black Death: AIDS in Africa
The Original English Translation by John
Florio
Epidemics and Society
A journal of the plague year [signed H.F.].
The Plague Cycle
Over the years doubts have been expressed about the
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accepted view that the Black Death was caused by
bubonic plague. By looking at the evidence of treerings and ice cores, Mike Baillie, professor of
dendrochronology, has identified a series of natural
catastrophes at the beginning of the 14th century
caused by meteor strikes. On the basis of the current
scientific evidence and of contemporary accounts of
the nature and spread of the disease, he is convinced
that the disease was airborne, not carried by rats.
This fascinating book reveals the detective that led to
this revolutionary conclusion.
The townspeople of Oran are in the grip of a deadly
plague, which condemns its victims to a horrifying
death. Fear, isolation and claustrophobia follow as
they are forced into quarantine, each responding in
their own way to the lethal bacillus: some resign
themselves to fate, some seek blame and a few, like
Dr Rieux, resist the terror. An immediate triumph
when it was published in 1947, Camus's novel is a
story of bravery and determination against the
precariousness of human existence.
To the surprise of many, George W. Bush pledged
$10 billion to combat AIDS in developing nations.
Noted specialist Susan Hunter tells the untold story
of AIDS in Africa, home to 80 percent of the 40
million people in the world currently infected with
HIV. She weaves together the history of colonialism
in Africa, an insider's take on the reluctance of drug
companies to provide cheap medication and vaccines
in poor countries, and personal anecdotes from the
20 years she spent in Africa working on the AIDS
crisis. Taken together, these strands make it
unmistakably clear that a history of the exploitation
of developing nations by the West is directly
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responsible for the spread of disease in developing
nations and the AIDS pandemic in Africa. Hunter
looks at what Africans are already doing on the
ground level to combat AIDS, and what the world can
and must do to help. Accessibly written and hardhitting,Black Death brings the staggering statistics to
life and paints for the first time a stunning picture of
the most important political issue today.
A fresh translation of the classical Buddhist poetry of
Saigyō, whose aesthetics of nature, love, and sorrow
came to epitomize the Japanese poetic tradition.
Saigyō, the Buddhist name of Fujiwara no Norikiyo
(1118–1190), is one of Japan’s most famous and
beloved poets. He was a recluse monk who spent
much of his life wandering and seeking after the
Buddhist way. Combining his love of poetry with his
spiritual evolution, he produced beautiful, lyrical
lines infused with a Buddhist perception of the world.
Gazing at the Moon presents over one hundred of
Saigyō’s tanka—traditional 31-syllable poems—newly
rendered into English by renowned translator
Meredith McKinney. This selection of poems conveys
Saigyō’s story of Buddhist awakening, reclusion,
seeking, enlightenment, and death, embodying the
Japanese aesthetic ideal of mono no aware—to be
moved by sorrow in witnessing the ephemeral world.
The Great Transition
A Dictionary Of Arts, Sciences, Literature And
General Information (Volume I) A To Androphagi
The Diary of Samuel Pepys
An Incomplete Compendium of Mostly Interesting
Things
The Cosmic Connection
The Great Mortality
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'A virtuoso feat ... a book of panoramic breadth' New York
Times Book Review 'A devastating analysis ... Wright is a
master of knitting together complex narratives' The Observer
Just as Lawrence Wright's The Looming Tower became the
defining account of our century's first devastating event, 9/11,
so The Plague Year will become the defining account of the
second. The story starts with the initial moments of Covid's
appearance in Wuhan and ends with Joseph Biden's
inauguration in an America ravaged by well over 400,000
deaths - a mortality already some ten times worse than US
combat deaths in the entire Vietnam War. This is an anguished,
furious memorial to a year in which all of America's great
strengths - its scientific knowledge, its great civic and
intellectual institutions, its spirit of voluntarism and community
- were brought low, not by a terrifying new illness alone, but by
political incompetence and cynicism on a scale for which there
has been no precedent. With insight, sympathy, clarity and
rage, The Plague Year allows the reader to see the unfolding of
this great tragedy, talking with individuals on the front line,
bringing together many moving and surprising stories and
painting a devastating picture of a country literally and fatally
misled. 'Maddening and sobering - as comprehensive an
account of the first year of the pandemic as we've yet seen'
Kirkus
Yaron Ayalon explores the Ottoman Empire's history of natural
disasters and its responses on a state, communal, and individual
level.
In this volume, 12 scholars from various disciplines - have
produced a comprehensive account of the pandemic's origins,
spread, and mortality, as well as its economic, social, political,
and religious effects.
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This series provides texts central to medieval studies courses
and focuses upon the diverse cultural, social and political
conditions that affected the functioning of all levels of
medieval society. Translations are accompanied by
introductory and explanatory material and each volume
includes a comprehensive guide to the sources' interpretation,
including discussion of critical linguistic problems and an
assessment of recent research on the topics covered. From
1348 to 1350 Europe was devastated by an epidemic that left
between a third and one half of the population dead. This
source book traces, through contemporary writings, the
calamitous impact of the Black Death in Europe, with a
particular emphasis on its spread across England from 1348 to
1349. Rosemary Horrox surveys contemporary attempts to
explain the plague, which was universally regarded as an
expression of divine vengeance for the sins of humankind.
Moralists all had their particular targets for criticism. However,
this emphasis on divine chastisement did not preclude attempts
to explain the plague in medical or scientific terms. Also, there
was a widespread belief that human agencies had been
involved, and such scapegoats as foreigners, the poor and Jews
were all accused of poisoning wells. The final section of the
book charts the social and psychological impact of the plague,
and its effect on the late-medieval economy.
Natural Disasters in the Ottoman Empire
The Black Death and the Transformation of the West
A Biological Reappraisal
From the Black Death to the Present
Plague and the End of Antiquity
The Black Death in England

The Black Death was the fourteenth century's
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equivalent of a nuclear war. It wiped out onethird of Europe's population, taking millions of
lives. The author draws together the most recent
scientific discoveries and historical research to
pierce the mist and tell the story of the Black
Death as a gripping, intimate narrative.
The first complete history of Central Eurasia
from ancient times to the present day, Empires
of the Silk Road represents a fundamental
rethinking of the origins, history, and
significance of this major world region.
Christopher Beckwith describes the rise and fall
of the great Central Eurasian empires, including
those of the Scythians, Attila the Hun, the Turks
and Tibetans, and Genghis Khan and the
Mongols. In addition, he explains why the
heartland of Central Eurasia led the world
economically, scientifically, and artistically for
many centuries despite invasions by Persians,
Greeks, Arabs, Chinese, and others. In retelling
the story of the Old World from the perspective
of Central Eurasia, Beckwith provides a new
understanding of the internal and external
dynamics of the Central Eurasian states and
shows how their people repeatedly
revolutionized Eurasian civilization. Beckwith
recounts the Indo-Europeans' migration out of
Central Eurasia, their mixture with local peoples,
and the resulting development of the GraecoPage 12/23

Acces PDF Black Death Natural And Human
Disaster In Medieval Europe World History Series
Roman, Persian, Indian, and Chinese
civilizations; he details the basis for the thriving
economy of premodern Central Eurasia, the
economy's disintegration following the region's
partition by the Chinese and Russians in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, and the
damaging of Central Eurasian culture by
Modernism; and he discusses the significance
for world history of the partial reemergence of
Central Eurasian nations after the collapse of the
Soviet Union. Empires of the Silk Road places
Central Eurasia within a world historical
framework and demonstrates why the region is
central to understanding the history of
civilization.
In the mid-fourteenth century the Black Death
ravaged Europe, leading to dramatic population
drop and social upheavals. Recurring plague
outbreaks together with social factors pushed
Europe into a deep crisis that lasted for more
than a century. The plague and the crisis, and in
particular their short-term and long-term
consequences for society, have been the matter
of continuous debate. Most of the research so far
has been based on the study of written sources,
and the dominating perspective has been the
one of economic history. A different approach is
presented here by using evidence and
techniques from archaeology and the natural
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sciences. Special focus is on environmental and
social changes in the wake of the Black Death.
Pollen and tree-ring data are used to gain new
insights into farm abandonment and agricultural
change, and to point to the important
environmental and ecological consequences of
the crisis. The archaeological record shows that
the crisis was not only characterized by
abandonment and decline, but also how families
and households survived by swiftly developing
new strategies during these uncertain times.
Finally, stature and isotope studies are applied
to human skeletons from medieval churchyards
to reveal changes in health and living conditions
during the crisis. The conclusions are put in
wider perspective that highlights the close
relationship between society and the
environment and the historical importance of
past epidemics.
This book has been considered by academicians
and scholars of great significance and value to
literature. This forms a part of the knowledge
base for future generations. So that the book is
never forgotten we have represented this book in
a print format as the same form as it was
originally first published. Hence any marks or
annotations seen are left intentionally to
preserve its true nature.
Environment, Society and the Black Death
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Medicine from the Black Death to the French
Disease
A Comparative Study
The Encyclopaedia Britannica
In the Wake of the Plague
A Personal History
This engrossing book provides a comprehensive
history of the medical response to the Black Death.
John Aberth has translated plague treatises that
illustrate the human dimensions of the horrific
scourge, including doctors personal anecdotes as
they desperately struggled to understand a deadly
new disease.
"Plagues upon the Earth is a history of human
civilization and the germs that have shaped its
course. At every stage in our species' past, microorganisms have had macro-effects on the
development of human societies. Kyle Harper
proposes the first history of human disease to make
full use of a radical new source of evidence:
pathogen genomes as a biological archive and
window into prehistoric times. We can now begin to
reconstruct the natural history of human disease at
the molecular level, tracing the biographies of the
viruses, bacteria, and protozoa that have haunted
our species. The story reveals, Harper will show, the
continuing importance of the deep past in
determining the patterns of global divergence today.
Plagues upon the Earth puts the dynamic two-way
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relationship between humanity and its germs in the
foreground. The takeover and transformation of the
planet by Homo sapiens has been the most powerful
force shaping the evolution of microbial pathogens,
and in turn, pathogen evolution has been a decisive
influence on the destiny of human societies. From
humanity's dispersal out of Africa to the rise of
agriculture and complex civilizations, from the great
pandemics of the medieval world to the age of
global expansion and industrialization, from the
modern increase in life expectancy to the ongoing
threats of microbial resistance and emerging
pathogens like HIV and Ebola, disease evolution has
been and remains a primary, powerful, and
unpredictable factor in human history. This will be
the story of how we made our germs, and how our
germs made the world as we know it. Harper aims
to cover the entire timespan of Homo sapiens and to
set the history of our species in deep perspective.
The pathogens that exist today are the heirs of
millions of years of evolution. Similarly, the patterns
of economic development, and the roots of global
inequality, have distant origins. Thus, Harper aims
to bring together two bodies of literature: the
history of disease and the study of geography and
social development. The book is global in coverage,
insisting on the importance of understanding how
the tropics and temperate zones, the Old World and
the New World, differ and interact throughout the
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course of history. Viruses, bacteria, and protozoa in all their peculiarity and specificity - have played
an enormous part in shaping the different outcomes
experienced by human societies. Plagues upon the
Earth combines biology, geography, and economics
to understand these differences but emphasizes the
central importance of evolution as a source of
constant change. The past is always present in the
history of disease, and the future is always
unpredictable. The story continues right up to our
own world. The book closes with a reflection on
antibiotic resistance as a form of evolution that
continues the ancient molecular antagonism
between pathogens and host immune systems, and
the importance of seeing this struggle in a broader
environmental framework. Freedom from infectious
disease remains an unachieved goal for our species,
which is more interconnected than ever. The biology
of infectious disease has been one of the great
forces shaping the patterns of global development,
but only with a sense of history - of the interplay of
change, conjunction, and chance - can we begin to
understand the intertwined story of human societies
and their germs"-The first paperback edition of this unique and
shocking guide to the Black Death in Europe.
John Payne's translation of The Decameron was
originally published in a private printing for The
Villon Society, London in 1886. Comprised of 100
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novellas told by ten men and women over a ten day
journey fleeing plague-infested Florence, the
Decameron is an allegorical work famous for its
bawdy portrayals of everyday life, its searing wit
and mockery, and its careful adherence to a framed
structure. The word "decameron" is derived from
the Greek and means "ten days". Boccaccio drew on
many influences in writing the Decameron, and
many writers, including Martin Luther, Chaucer, and
Keats, later drew inspiration from the book.
Giovanni Boccaccio (1313-1375) was an Italian
writer and humanist, one of the founders of the
Renaissance. He studied business but abandoned it
eventually to pursue his literary interests. In 1350
Boccaccio met Francesco Petrarca (Petrarch)
(1304-1374), one the most important figures in the
beginnings of the Renaissance and Humanism.
The Complete History
The Cambridge Companion to the Age of Justinian
An interdisciplinary approach to the late-medieval
crisis in Sweden
Voices from History
Medieval Europe's Medical Response to Plague
America in the Time of Covid
In this book the author uses primarily Arabic
sources to discuss the transmission of the Black
Death to the Middle East and the devastation the
disease caused on the society and economics in
Egypt and Syria.
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The first comprehensive introduction in English to
books, readers and reading in Byzantium and the
wider medieval world surrounding it.
Major account of the fourteenth-century crisis which
saw a series of famines, revolts and epidemics
transform the medieval world.
A fascinating work of detective history, The Black
Death traces the causes and far-reaching
consequences of this infamous outbreak of plague
that spread across the continent of Europe from
1347 to 1351. Drawing on sources as diverse as
monastic manuscripts and dendrochronological
studies (which measure growth rings in trees),
historian Robert S. Gottfried demonstrates how a
bacillus transmitted by rat fleas brought on an
ecological reign of terror -- killing one European in
three, wiping out entire villages and towns, and
rocking the foundation of medieval society and
civilization.
Black Death
The Black Death and the World It Made
The Unending War Between Humanity and
Infectious Disease
The Pandemic of 541-750
Buddhist Poems of Solitude
Plagues Upon the Earth

This book introduces the Age of Justinian, the last Roman
century and the first flowering of Byzantine culture.
Dominated by the policies and personality of emperor
Justinian I (527–565), this period of grand achievements
and far-reaching failuresPage
witnessed
the transformation of
19/23

Acces PDF Black Death Natural And Human
Disaster In Medieval Europe World History Series
the Mediterranean world. In this volume, twenty
specialists explore the most important aspects of the age
including the mechanics and theory of empire, warfare,
urbanism, and economy. It also discusses the impact of the
great plague, the codification of Roman law, and the
many religious upheavals taking place at the time.
Consideration is given to imperial relations with the
papacy, northern barbarians, the Persians, and other
eastern peoples, shedding new light on a dramatic and
highly significant historical period.
Chronicles the Great Plague that devastated Asia and
Europe in the fourteenth century, documenting the
experiences of people who lived during its height while
describing the harrowing decline of moral boundaries that
also marked the period. 40,000 first printing.
In this monograph, the alternative theories to the
established bubonic-plague theory as to the
microbiological identity of historical plague epidemics are
intensively discussed in the light of the historical sources
and the medical primary research and standard works.
In this fresh approach to the history of the Black Death,
John Hatcher, a world-renowned scholar of the Middle
Ages, recreates everyday life in a mid-fourteenth century
rural English village. By focusing on the experiences of
ordinary villagers as they lived - and died - during the
Black Death (1345 - 50 AD), Hatcher vividly places the
reader directly into those tumultuous years and describes
in fascinating detail the day-to-day existence of people
struggling with the tragic effects of the plague. Dramatic
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scenes portray how contemporaries must have
experienced and thought about the momentous events and how they tried to make sense of it all.
On the Controversy Over the Microbiological Identity of
Plague Epidemics of the Past
What Disease was Plague?
The Decameron
Plague and Empire in the Early Modern Mediterranean
World
Pandemic Disease in the Medieval World
Plague, Pestilence and Pandemic
Throughout the fourteenth century AD/eighth century H,
waves of plague swept out of Central Asia and decimated
populations from China to Iceland. So devastating was the
Black Death across the Old World that some historians have
compared its effects to those of a nuclear holocaust. As
countries began to recover from the plague during the
following century, sharp contrasts arose between the East,
where societies slumped into long-term economic and social
decline, and the West, where technological and social
innovation set the stage for Europe's dominance into the
twentieth century. Why were there such opposite outcomes
from the same catastrophic event? In contrast to previous
studies that have looked to differences between Islam and
Christianity for the solution to the puzzle, this pioneering work
proposes that a country's system of landholding primarily
determined how successfully it recovered from the calamity of
the Black Death. Stuart Borsch compares the specific cases
of Egypt and England, countries whose economies were
based in agriculture and whose pre-plague levels of total and
agrarian gross domestic product were roughly equivalent.
Undertaking a thorough analysis of medieval economic data,
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he cogently explains why Egypt's centralized and urban
landholding system was unable to adapt to massive
depopulation, while England's localized and rural landholding
system had fully recovered by the year 1500.
Humanity has always been struck by pestilence and
pandemics, from the plagues of ancient Egypt to the pox that
ravaged Europe in the Middle Ages, to Covid-19. People
living through the crises have always recorded what they saw,
what they felt, and what they did. Some presented sober facts
laced with anecdote, while others produced emotional
outpourings; moralists speculated on the origins of the horror,
poets distilled the suffering. Doctors described how they were
able to advance their understanding of disease and scientists
how to cure it, while survivors and the families of victims gave
the inside story of the nightmare that develops when a longfeared disease enters your home or your body. There was a
time when to read accounts of the Plague in Wittenburg by
Martin Luther or the Great Plague of 1665 by Samuel Pepys
scenes of anguish and woe, empty streets, quarantined
houses, closed businesses, overflowing graveyards, heroic
doctors and nurses, quack remedies and charlatans was to
enter a disturbing and unfamiliar world. Today, to read the
same words is to be hit by a jolt of recognition and
understanding. As well as causing a huge loss of life, the
Covid pandemic has taught us a great deal about ourselves
and the way we live, illuminating tensions at the heart of
society. This collection of intimate and revelatory first-hand
accounts of pandemics through the ages bears witness to
despair, rage, the blackest of humour, heartbreak and hope.
These voices hold up a mirror to our own experiences of, and
responses to, the crisis today.
This is the first systematic scholarly study of the Ottoman
experience of plague during the Black Death pandemic and
the centuries that followed.
Using a wealth of archival and
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narrative sources, including medical treatises, hagiographies,
and travelers' accounts, as well as recent scientific research,
N khet Varlik demonstrates how plague interacted with the
environmental, social, and political structures of the Ottoman
Empire from the late medieval through the early modern era.
The book argues that the empire's growth transformed the
epidemiological patterns of plague by bringing diverse
ecological zones into interaction and by intensifying the
mobilities of exchange among both human and non-human
agents. Varlik maintains that persistent plagues elicited new
forms of cultural imagination and expression, as well as a
new body of knowledge about the disease. In turn, this new
consciousness sharpened the Ottoman administrative
response to the plague, while contributing to the makings of
an early modern state.
An Intimate History of the Black Death, The Most Devastating
Plague of All Time
The Black Death, 1346-1353
Reading in the Byzantine Empire and Beyond
Gazing at the Moon
The state of the world's children. 1998
The Plague
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