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At the outbreak of World War II, Fort Eben Emael in Belgium was the strongest fortress
in the world, and it lay exactly across the German invasion route of Belgium and France.
The fort's elimination was essential for the success of Hitler's invasion of the West.
Deemed impregnable to conventional attack, Hitler himself suggested the means for its
capture with the first glider-borne assault in military history. On 10 May 1940, ten gliders
carrying just 77 paratroopers landed on top of the fort. Using top-secret hollow-charge
weapons for the first time in warfare, the assault pioneers of Sturmgruppe Granit subdued
Fort Eben Emael within just 30 minutes, and the fortress surrendered within 30 hours. It
remains one of the greatest raids in the annals of Special Forces.
Concluding his bestselling series on the French Foreign Legion, Martin Windrow explores
the formation and development of the Legion during its 'first generation'. Raised in 1831,
the Legion's formative years would see it fight continuous and savage campaigns in
Algeria, aid the Spanish government in the Carlist War, join the British in the Crimean
campaign and fight alongside the Swiss in the bloody battles of Magenta and Solferino.
With the ever-changing combat environments they found themselves in, the Legion had to
constantly adapt in order to survive. Taking advantage of the latest research, this lavishly
illustrated study explores the evolution of the uniforms and kit of the French Foreign
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Legion, from their early campaigns in Algeria through to their iconic Battle of Camerone
in Mexico and their role in the Franco-Prussian war.
When the Romans left Britain around AD 410 the island had not been fully subjugated. In
the Celtic fringes the unconquered native peoples were presented with the opportunity to
pillage what remained of Roman Britain. By way of response the Post-Roman Britons did
their best to defend themselves from attack, and to preserve what they could of the
systems left behind by the Romans. The best way to defend their territory was to create
fortifications. While some old Roman forts were maintained, the Post-Roman Britons also
created new strongholds, or re-occupied some of the long-abandoned hill-forts first built
by their ancestors before the coming of the Romans. Packed with photographs, diagrams
and full color artwork reconstructions, this book provides a unique examination of the
design and development of the fortifications during the Age of Arthur, analyzing their dayto-day use and their effectiveness in battle. It closely describes the locations that are linked
to the most famous warlord of the Dark Ages, the legendary Arthur - Tintagel, Cadbury
and "Camelot". Although these great bastions were to eventually fall, for a few brief
decades they succeeded in stemming the tide of invasion and in doing so safeguarding the
culture and civilization of Post-Roman Celtic Britain.
The American Civil War saw a massive development in the use of field fortifications, the
result of the practical application of antebellum West-Point teaching, and the deadly
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impact of rifled infantry weapons and artillery. Both the Federal and Confederate armies
began to develop far more sophisticated systems of field fortification, and the larger field
works and fortifications surrounding Washington, DC and Richmond, VA were
redesigned and rebuilt several times. This volume explores the role of land and field
fortifications in the eastern and overland campaigns of the Civil War between 1861 and
1865. Particular attention is devoted to the nine-month siege of Petersburg, where daily
life within the redoubts, lunettes, redans, bomb-proofs, trenches and rifle pits is vividly
described.
Forts of the American Frontier 1776–1891
American Civil War Fortifications (3)
The Maginot Line and French Defenses in World War II
Fort Eben Emael
D-Day Fortifications in Normandy
The Sudwall

The spread of Buddism and Tibetan secular power throughout the Himalayas led to a distinctive style of
fortifications not found anywhere else. This book looks at Himalayan fortifications, from their creation
in the Middle Ages to their destruction and capture by the Chinese in the 20th century.
In July 1937, the Marco Polo Bridge Incident sparked a bloody conflict between Chinese and Japanese
forces that would rage across China and beyond for more than eight years. The two sides' forces brought
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very different strengths and limitations to the conflict. In 1937 China was divided into factions, each
controlled by warlords with independent forces, and there was no unified Chinese army. In order to fight
the Japanese Chiang Kai-shek, the nominal leader of Nationalist China, was compelled to do deals with
these regional powers. For their part, the Japanese employed ground forces broadly comparable to those
fielded by Western powers, including modern artillery and tanks. Featuring specially commissioned
artwork and drawing upon an array of sources, this study investigates the origins, training, doctrine and
armament of the Chinese and Japanese forces who fought in the opening stages of the Second SinoJapanese War.
Gibraltar, located at the meeting points of Europe and Africa, preserves within its fortifications a rich
testament to human conflict spanning 600 years. In 1068 the ruling Spanish Muslims built a large fort
there. Between 1309 and 1374 Gibraltar underwent a period of intensive building and fortification, and
following the Spanish reconquest of 1462 the inhabitants carried out further works. In 1704 the latest,
uninterrupted period of British rule began. The 18th century saw three sieges including the most severe,
known as the Great Siege, which lasted from 1779 to 1783. During World War II the 'Rock' served as a
vital stop for supply convoys and naval staging base, complete with a veritable warren of secret tunnels.
This book documents Gibraltar's rich history, and charts the development of these fascinating
fortifications.
Osprey's study of the B-17 Flying Fortress Units of World War II (1939-1945). Although the Fifteenth
Air Force was dismissed as 'minor leaguers' by the Eighth Air Force, strategic bombers from this outfit
had done a 'major league' job on Axis targets in southern Europe following its formation in Italy in
November 1943. And the heavy bombers employed by the Fifteenth were of course the venerable B-17
and B-24. At its peak strength, the Fifteenth's B-17 force comprised six groups of four squadrons each,
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all controlled by the 5th Bomb Wing. Having been a part of the Fifteenth Air Force in 1944, author Bill
Hess has long been waiting to write a definitive account on 'his air force'.
British Forts in the Age of Arthur
The Mississippi and River Forts
The key to Hitler’s victory in the West
English Castles 1200–1300
American Civil War Fortifications (2)
French Fortresses in North America 1535–1763
In 1462 the throne of the Principality of Moscow passed to Ivan III (1462–1505), who
succeeded in throwing off the Tatar yoke. For the next 200 years this new state struggled to
maintain her borders against a series of attacks from the Lithuanians, Swedes and Poles to the
west, as well as the Tatars to the south. They achieved this through the development of a
network of fortified sites and a series of linear defensive systems. This book examine how
these fortifications were developed to respond to ever changing situations under the command
of such charismatic rulers as Ivan the Terrible, right through to the military reforms of Peter the
Great.
This title offers a detailed study of a successful but little-known German tank of World War II,
the Panzer 38(t). Germany's annexation of Czech provinces in 1938 gave it control of the large
Czech armament industry, one of the jewels of which was the very modern LT 38 tank. The
type was fully integrated into the Wehrmacht as the Panzer 38(t), becoming one of the few
foreign designs to continue in production for the Wehrmacht. It was an important element in the
1940 battle of France, and its most famous use was in the hands of Rommel's 7.Panzer
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Division. The Panzer 38(t) became one of the key weapons in the German invasion of Russia
in the summer of 1941, and was widely used in the Eastern Front campaigns of 1941–42. This
illustrated study gives a uniquely detailed account of the technical history and combat record of
one of the most successful early World War II tanks.
While the PP and PPK were intended for police work, the Walther P 38 was produced for the
Germany military; all three pistols have garnered a formidable international reputation since the
1930s. The innovative Walther PP (Polizeipistole), a double-action semi-automatic pistol
intended for the law-enforcement market, became available in 1929 and went on to arm the
police of several European countries in the 1930s. Its smaller cousin the PPK, more readily
concealed for undercover work but with reduced magazine capacity, was produced from 1931.
Intended to replace the P 08 Luger, the Walther P 38 was issued from 1940 and equipped the
armed forces of Germany and other countries during and after World War II, but never entirely
replaced the Luger in German service. All three pistols went on to have lengthy and varied
service across the world after 1945. Both the PP and the PPK remain in production today,
while the P 38 re-emerged as the P1 and equipped West German forces from 1963 until 2004,
when it was replaced by the P8. In this study, noted authority John Walter assesses the
origins, development, use and legacy of these three high-profile semi-automatic pistols,
alongside other Walther variants, such as the tiny .25 ACP Modell 9.
“Extremely well written and presented and gives you every scrap of information you’ll ever
need on cupolas, embrasures and cloches.”—War History Online After the Napoleonic Wars,
the borders of Central Europe were redrawn and relative peace endured across the region, but
the volatile politics of the late nineteenth century generated an atmosphere of fear and distrust,
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and it gave rise to a new era of fortress building, and this is the subject of this highly illustrated
new study. The authors describe how defensive lines and structures on a massive scale were
constructed along national frontiers to deter aggression. The Germans, Austro-Hungarians and
Czechs all embarked on ambitious building programs. Artillery positions, barbed-wire networks,
casemates, concrete bunkers, trench lines, observation posts all sprang up in a vain attempt to
keep the peace and to delay the invader. The strategic thinking that gave rise to these
defensive schemes is described in detail in this study, as is the planning, design and
construction of the lines themselves. Their operational history in wartime, in particular during
the Second World War, is a key element of the account. “A useful introduction for those
wishing to develop a knowledge of fortifications and their impact on the conduct of
war.”—Firetrench “The maps and plans, especially the plans, are numerous and extremely
helpful. They show the arrangement of fortifications in a way that simple text would have found
impossible. For those with an interest in European land fortifications of the 19th and 20th
centuries, this book is an excellent general survey.”—The Coast Defense Journal
Airborne assault on the Low Countries
The Atlantic Wall (3)
Spanish Colonial Fortifications in North America 1565–1822
Quarters
The Forts and Fortifications of Europe 1815-1945: The Central States
Fighters and Bombers of World War II

Following the early battles of 1914 along the Marne and in the
Ypres salient, World War I rapidly changed from a war of movement
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into one of attrition, with the opposing sides entrenching
themselves in a line of fortified positions from the Flanders
coastline to the Swiss border. This volume details the different
styles of fortification used on the Western Front throughout the
course of the war, from the early ditches of 1914 to the complicated
systems of 1918. It explains the development of the 'defence in
depth' German system and the British reaction to it, as well as
illustrating the importance of the pre-war forts, particularly around
Verdun.
The great blitzkrieg campaign of May/June 1940 saw German forces
pour through Holland and Belgium to confront the French and
British. The assault was audacious; it relied on speed, feinting and
manoeuvre as much as superior force, and in the end these
qualities were to prove decisive to German success. Featuring vivid
illustrations, illuminative bird's eye views and maps, this book
charts the unfolding of an unprecedented 'lightning war', which saw
the first ever airborne assault at a strategic level, and the largest
clash of armour to date. Never in the history of warfare had the
clash between such large, powerful, and apparently equal forces
been decided so swiftly and conclusively.
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Following the discovery of America by Columbus in 1492, European
colonists brought their system of fortification to the New World in
an attempt to ensure their safety and consolidate their conquests.
French and British explorers came later to North America, and thus
the establishment of their sizeable settlements only got under way
during the 17th century. The inhabitants of New France built
elaborate fortifications to protect their towns and cities. This book
provides a detailed examination of the defenses of four of them:
Québec, Montréal and Louisbourg in Canada, and New Orleans in
Louisiana.
'New France' consisted of the area colonized and ruled by France in
North America. This title takes a look at the lengthy chain of forts
built by the French to guard the frontier in the American northeast,
including Sorel, Chambly, St Jean, Carillon (Ticonderoga), Duquesne
(Pittsburgh, PA), and Vincennes. These forts were of two types: the
major stone forts, and other forts made of wood and earth, all of
which varied widely in style from Vauban-type elements to cabins
surrounded by a stockade. Some forts, such as Chambly, looked
more like medieval castles in their earliest incarnations. René
Chartrand examines the different types of forts built by the French,
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describing the strategic vision that led to their construction, their
impact upon the British colonies and the Indian nations of the
interior, and the French military technology that went into their
construction.
Fortifications of the Western Front 1914–18
The Vauban Fortifications of France
B-17 Flying Fortress Units of the Eighth Air Force
Walther Pistols
Strongholds of the Picts
Tibet, Ladakh, Nepal and Bhutan
Dr Stephen Turnbull is internationally recognised for his research into
and writing on Japanese military history. Here he applies his scholarship
to an account of the evolution of Japanese defensive architecture and
engineering, from early earthworks through to wooden and earth castles
and, finally, the emergence of the stone towers that are so characteristic
of the samurai. He also plots the adaptation of Japanese castles to
accommodate the introduction of firearms. With unpublished photographs
from the author's private collection and full-colour artwork, including
detailed cutaways, this is an essential guide to the fascinating
development of Japanese castles.
The simple castles raised after the Norman conquest had been developed
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throughout 11th and 12th centuries, whilst the introduction of Islamic
and Byzantine fortification techniques from the late 12th century led to
further developments in castle architecture. These fortifications were to
be well tested throughout the course of the 13th century as England was
riven by the conflict, characterized by prolonged sieges, between the
monarchy and powerful magnates. As well as providing the focus for
warfare, castles increasingly became the centres of their communities,
providing a more permanent base for the lord, his family and retainers, as
well as acting as centres for justice and administration.
In early May 1940, the fortress of Eben Emael was a potent sentinel over
the Belgian–Dutch borderlands. The fortress covered 75 hectares on the
surface, had 5km of tunnels underground and was studded with bunkers,
gun turrets and casemates. Add a garrison of 1,200 men and the natural
protection of 60m-high canal walls, and Eben Emael gave the impression
of near-impregnability. Yet on 10 May just 78 elite airborne soldiers
managed to defeat this fortress in an operation of unprecedented tactical
skill. Deployed by glider onto the very top of the fortifications, they
utilized elite training, fast movement and specialist explosives to destroy
many of the gun positions and trap much of the garrison within the
fortress. Simultaneously, three other assault detachments conducted highrisk glider operations to capture critical bridges over the Albert Canal. By
the end of 11 May, following the arrival of German infantry
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reinforcements, Eben Emael was in German hands. This Eben Emael RAID
title tells the complete, fascinating story of this unique action.
When the Romans withdrew from Britain, the north of the country was
ruled by the most mysterious of the ancient British races, the Picts. Much
of what is known about these “painted” warriors, comes from the remains
of the fortifications that they left scattered around Scotland. Although the
Picts are famous as sea raiders, they were also subjected to attacks from a
number of opponents. To their south, the Romano-British reoccupied the
abandoned Roman fortifications and hired Saxon mercenaries to strike
against the Picts. Meanwhile, from the west a new group, the Scoti,
attacked from Ireland. This book covers the fortification of the ancient
Picts in all their conflicts and discusses the importance of these sites as
religious centres and seats of power, while using the latest archeological
evidence to help unravel the mystery of this ancient race.
The Fortress of Rhodes 1309–1522
The Fall of Eben Emael
Fortress France
Fortress Monasteries of the Himalayas
Panzer 38(t)
The Fortifications of Gibraltar 1068–1945

Discusses the gun-bearing fortifications and coastal
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defenses of France created between the world wars and
challenges the premise that the defeat of France in World
War II was the result of a misplaced reliance on the
Maginot Line for its defense.
The B-17 saw combat in the Pacific from the moment a
formation of these bombers arrived at Pearl Harbor during
the midst of the 7 December 1941 Japanese attack. By the
end of World War II (1939-1945), SB-17 rescue craft were
saving combat crews in the waters off Japan. This book
reveals why, to the public, the Flying Fortress was better
known than the Spitfire, the Boeing 747, or Lindbergh's
Spirit of St Louis. The name recognition enjoyed by the
B-17 was that company's reason for creating B-17 Steak
Sauce and Osprey's reason to round out the saga of this
great wartime aircraft.
After the Napoleonic Wars the borders of Central Europe
were redrawn and relative peace endured across the region,
but the volatile politics of the late nineteenth century
generated an atmosphere of fear and distrust, and it gave
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rise to a new era of fortress building, and this is the
subject of this highly illustrated new study. The authors
describe how defensive lines and structures on a massive
scale were constructed along national frontiers to deter
aggression. The Germans, Austro-Hungarians and Czechs all
embarked on ambitious building programmes. Artillery
positions, barbed-wire networks, casemates, concrete
bunkers, trench lines, observation posts all sprang up in a
vain attempt to keep the peace and to delay the invader.
The strategic thinking that gave rise to these defensive
schemes is described in detail in this study, as is the
planning, design and construction of the lines themselves.
Their operational history in wartime, in particular during
the Second World War, is a key element of the account.
A few of the fortifications and fortified lines of the
world wars are well known and have often been written
about, illustrated and studied. But they tend to distract
attention from the wide range of fixed defenses constructed
across Europe on an enormous scale after the FrancoPage 14/25
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Prussian War of 1870-71, during a period of insecurity and
aggression. That is why this new, highly illustrated study,
which covers the entire continent, is so valuable. The
authors examine the major fortified positions and describe
their strategic purpose, their design and construction, and
the role they played in military planning and operations.
The outstanding contribution of the major military
architects of the time is a key theme. The work of Séré de
Rivières, Brialmont and others had a major influence on the
course of the First World War and on the fortifications
built before and during the Second World War. Their
approach is visible in the designs for the Maginot Line,
the East and West walls of Germany, the Vallo Alpino in
Italy, the Soviet Stalin and Molotov lines, the Mannerheim
and Salpa lines of Finland, the Greek Metaxas Line, the
Beneš Line of Czechoslovakia as well as the defenses built
by the Dutch and Scandinavians. The breadth of the
coverage, the degree of detail and the numerous
illustrations make the book essential reading and reference
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for anyone who has a special interest in the world wars and
the history of fortifications.
Fall Gelb 1940 (2)
The Forts of New France in Northeast America 1600–1763
Chinese Soldier vs Japanese Soldier
French Foreign Legion 1831–71
Fortress Europe
The German Fortress of Metz 1870–1944
With the violent separation between the United States and Britain which began
in 1776, the new 'Americans' set off to fulfill their manifest destiny and rule
their new land from coast to coast. As they pushed westward, they came into
conflict with both natives and other European settlers, and began to build
fortresses to defend their newly claimed land. This book charts the
development and variation of the fortresses of the American Frontier, covering
both American defenses and those of the Spanish in the west. It also examines
the little-known forts of early Russian settlers on the Pacific coast.
First besieged in 305 BC, the island of Rhodes became part of the Roman
Empire and was later fortified in the Byzantine style. Due to its strategic
position in the Mediterranean, Rhodes was also attacked and besieged for over
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a century by Islamic forces. This title details the development of these
fascinating fortifications, as well as the sieges that sought to reduce them.
In the course of the Peninsular War, Wellington's army fought several hard
battles and smaller actions, but it was the bloody sieges that troubled him
more than anything else. Indeed, the performance of his army during the
sieges was probably the most disappointing aspect of what was otherwise an
extremely successful campaign. Taking 1808 as its starting point, this title
deals with the fortress sieges that involved Wellington's Anglo?Portuguese
army, and concentrates on four key sites in particular (Ciudad Rodrigo,
Badajoz, Burgos and San Sebastián). All of these played a vital role in the war
due to their strategically important positions. It documents both the sieges and
the storming of the fortresses, as well as the general role of the fortresses in
Spain and the impact they had on the thinking of the commanders and
strategies of the armies involved.
This book completes the story of one of the most formidable defensive lines in
Europe in World War II, looking at the lesser known Mediterranean extension
and describing how it was conceived of, built and used. After the alarming
collapse of Italy in 1943, the Germans launched a crash building program and
the 'Sudwall' (South Wall) sprang up quickly along the French Mediterranean
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coast and the neighbouring Italian coast around Genoa. The new defenses
were bolstered by existing French fortifications of key port towns such as
Marseilles and Toulon – many of them bristling with heavy artillery. Whilst
describing the wall's physical design features, this book also recounts the
defenses' role in the Allied invasion of Southern France; Operation Dragoon –
'The Second D-Day'. As the Germans' worst fears became a reality, the
southern Atlantic Wall would face its ultimate test.
The Military Use of Massive Weapons
The fortifications of Dark Age Scotland
American Civil War Fortifications (1)
Germany, Austria-Hungry and Czechoslovakia
Land and Field Fortifications
Heavyweights
To maintain its imperial power in America, Spain built fortifications across the width of
the continent. These outposts were established along Spanish borders from the late
sixteenth century onwards to defend its interests against rival European powers and to
suppress uprisings of the Native Americans and local population. By the eighteenth
century, Spain's defenses spread from the northern area of the Gulf of Mexico through
to California. Some of these imperial fortifications, such as the Alamo, played key roles
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in conflicts including the American Revolution and the Texan War of Independence.
This book provides a cogent analysis of Spain's defensive network at the height of the
country's imperial strength on the American continent.
Vauban was the foremost military engineer of France during the period of its
centralisation and wars of expansion in the 17th and 18th centuries. His influence
persisted long after Waterloo, and his name has become synonymous with the science
of the construction, defence and attack of bastioned fortresses. Dunkirk, Toulon,
Perpignan, Verdun and Brest stand out among the many historically significant sites
created by this incredible engineer. This book examines the many achievements of this
pivotal figure in fortification history, exploring the sites and their subsequent
significance.
When the Romans left Britain around AD 410 the island had not been fully subjugated.
In the Celtic fringe of Caledonia - now Northern Scotland - these unconquered native
peoples were presented with the opportunity to pillage what remained of Roman Britain.
By way of response the Post-Roman Britons of what is now Scotland did their best to
defend themselves from attack, and to preserve what they could of the economic and
administrative systems left behind by the Romans. While some old Roman forts were
maintained, the Post-Roman Britons in the area created new strongholds, or reoccupied some of the long-abandoned hill-forts first built by their ancestors before the
coming of the Romans. Meanwhile the Caledonians - who evolved into the Picts - relied
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on fortifications to maintain control over their land. Then a new wave of invaders arrived
from across the Irish Sea. The Scots came first to conquer, then to settle. In their wake
came the Angles and Saxons, driving north to occupy most of Scotland as far as the
Firth of Forth, and later the Vikings arrived from the north and east. During the variety of
ensuing struggles, the Picts, Scots, Vikings, Northumbrians and North Britons made
extensive use of fortifications, the remains of which still dot the modern landscape. This
book traces the origins and development of these North British forts. It also touches on
the way they served as secular or religious centers, seats of power, or as barriers
against invasion. It will also discuss the mystery surrounding the Picts, and show how
modern archaeology has done much to reveal the way these enigmatic people waged
war, and defended their strongholds.
Delivering the heaviest possible ammunition onto the enemy and his strong points
serves a number of military functions. It destroys protective positions and is ideal for
siege or trench warfare. It maintains distance from the opposition without endangering
one's own troops. Also significant, heavy artillery saps the enemy's morale when they
see them rolling out on the front lines. Most importantly, the heavyweights shared in
these pages were game changers. Before the end of the 14th century, strong city walls
and castle ramparts were almost impregnable but as technology progressed and the
weapons got bigger, the way of battle changed. As defense on the battlefield adapted,
innovation spurred more destructive and damage dealing weapons. Before long, every
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army had its artillery train, and a significant point of pride was the largest and most
potent of the weapons. Weather it was against giant warships or castle walls,
heavyweights got the job done. Covering military history chronologically, each period
has a number of case studies. From the stone-shot Turkish supercannon to the atomic
artillery of the 1950s. Whether it was by land or sea, the biggest, baddest, heavy
artillery are paid homage within these pages. As the guns and munitions grew, so did
the massive shells, ammunition carriers, and reloaders. The largest weapons are
itemized and their uses in wartime are documented. Additionally, there are appendices
that identify the largest of other guns, hand held or personal weapons, and aircraft. This
book asks the question, "Is bigger always better?" In these cases, the answer is yes.
Japanese Castles AD 250–1540
B-17 Flying Fortress Units of the Pacific War
The Accommodation of the British Army and the Coming of the American Revolution
Belgium 1940
Québec, Montréal, Louisbourg and New Orleans
From Stone to Steel Fortifications,1850–1945
German defenses along the Normandy beaches were part of the larger
Atlantic Wall fortifications designed to defend Fortress Europe. When
Field Marshal Erwin Rommel took command of the invasion front in late
1943, he began a program to enhance fortifications along the Normandy
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coast as he believed that any Allied assault had to be stopped on the
invasion beaches themselves. His most important contribution to the
defenses was an extensive program of improvised beach obstructions to
complicate any landing attempt. This book analyses these fortifications
and describes how the Allied forces overcame them on the morning of
June 6, 1944.
The Boeing B-17, which has come to epitomise the American war effort in
Europe during World War II (1939-1945), took the fight to Germans from
the late summer of 1942 through to VE-Day. Its primary operator in
Western Europe was the 'Mighty Eighth', who controlled 27 bomb groups
for much of the war. This second of two volumes covers the 14 Bomb
Groups of the Third Air Division. First hand accounts, period photography,
profile artworks and nose art scrap views bring to life aircraft from each
of the groups within the Third Air Division.
The 50 years before the American Civil War saw a boom in the
construction of coastal forts in the United States of America. These stone
and brick forts stretched from New England to the Florida Keys, and as
far as the Mississippi River. At the start of the war some were located in
the secessionist states, and many fell into Confederate hands. Although a
handful of key sites stayed in Union hands throughout the war, the
remainder had to be won back through bombardment or assault. This
book examines the design, construction and operational history of those
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fortifications, such as Fort Sumter, Fort Morgan and Fort Pulaski, which
played a crucial part in the course of the Civil War.
The Mississippi River played a decisive role in the American Civil War. The
Confederate fortifications that controlled the lower Mississippi valley
were put to the test in the lengthy Federal campaign of 1862-63.
Vicksburg was a fortress city, known as the 'Gibraltar of the
Confederacy', whose capture was seen as the key to victory in the war.
This book explores the fortifications of the river valley, focusing on
Vicksburg and its defences which boasted a network of forts, rifle pits
and cannon embrasures surrounding the city, a well as examining the
strengths and weaknesses of the fortifications when under siege. Also
examined are numerous other fortified strongholds, including New
Orleans, Port Hudson, New Madrid, and forts Henry and Donelson, all
lavishly illustrated with full-colour artwork and cutaways.
Fortresses of the Peninsular War 1808–14
PP, PPK and P 38
California, Oregon, Washington, and Alaska
China 1937–38
Coastal brick and stone forts
Russian Fortresses 1480–1682
When Americans declared independence in 1776, they cited King George III "for quartering
large bodies of armed troops among us." In Quarters, John Gilbert McCurdy explores the
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social and political history behind the charge, offering an authoritative account of the housing
of British soldiers in America. Providing new interpretations and analysis of the Quartering Act
of 1765, McCurdy sheds light on a misunderstood aspect of the American Revolution. Quarters
unearths the vivid debate in eighteenth-century America over the meaning of place. It asks why
the previously uncontroversial act of accommodating soldiers in one's house became an
unconstitutional act. In so doing, Quarters reveals new dimensions of the origins of Americans'
right to privacy. It also traces the transformation of military geography in the lead up to
independence, asking how barracks changed cities and how attempts to reorder the empire
and the borderland led the colonists to imagine a new nation. Quarters emphatically refutes the
idea that the Quartering Act forced British soldiers in colonial houses, demonstrates the
effectiveness of the Quartering Act at generating revenue, and examines aspects of the law
long ignored, such as its application in the backcountry and its role in shaping Canadian
provinces. Above all, Quarters argues that the lessons of accommodating British troops
outlasted the Revolutionary War, profoundly affecting American notions of place. McCurdy
shows that the Quartering Act had significant ramifications, codified in the Third Amendment,
for contemporary ideas of the home as a place of domestic privacy, the city as a place without
troops, and a nation with a civilian-led military.
Following the defeat of France in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870–71, the German Army
began to construct a fortress line from Strasbourg to Luxembourg to protect their new territory,
the centrepiece of which was the great Moselstellung (Moselle Position) of Metz / Thionville.
Illustrated with rare photographs and full-colour cutaway artwork, this book examines the
design and development of the fortress and analyses its use in combat, focusing particularly on
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the part it played in holding up General Patton's Third Army's advance across France in 1944.
B-17 Flying Fortress Units of the MTO
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